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Pilot John Thomas has flown 60 close air support missions in Iraq
and Afghanistan, so he knows what it's like to be shot at while flying
an airplane but the the veteran never thought he would face those
same challenges after he started a crop dusting service and started B~ -
flying over the heartland of America. :
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Thomas thought he had seen the last of flying under fire after he I 13 year old girl causes unique muli-
left the Marine Corps, but the combat veteran says during a recent e, car crash
crop dusting job he was in the cross-hairs again.
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"At first | was just stunned, and the more | thought about it the

angrier | got because | think it was just a

prank, but shooting live ammunition at an

http://www.wcsh6.com/news/watercooler/article/207889/108/Gunman-shoots-hole-through-lowa-crop-dusters-plane[7/20/2012 4:27:50 PM]


http://www.maineautomall.com/
http://www.dealchicken.com/portland-me
javascript:GEL.util.uautil.UASignup();
javascript:GEL.util.uautil.LoginProvider();
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/local/morning_report/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/life/programming/local/207/default.aspx
http://aroundtown.wcsh6.com/
http://www.nbcolympics.com/wcsh/index.html?aff=wcsh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcsh6.com%2Fnews%2Fwatercooler%2Farticle%2F207889%2F108%2FGunman-shoots-hole-through-Iowa-crop-dusters-plane&source=tweetbutton&text=Gunman%20shoots%20hole%20through%20Iowa%20crop-duster's%20plane%20%7C%20wcsh6.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&via=WCSH6
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcsh6.com%2Fnews%2Fwatercooler%2Farticle%2F207889%2F108%2FGunman-shoots-hole-through-Iowa-crop-dusters-plane&source=tweetbutton&text=Gunman%20shoots%20hole%20through%20Iowa%20crop-duster's%20plane%20%7C%20wcsh6.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&via=WCSH6
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcsh6.com%2Fnews%2Fwatercooler%2Farticle%2F207889%2F108%2FGunman-shoots-hole-through-Iowa-crop-dusters-plane&source=tweetbutton&text=Gunman%20shoots%20hole%20through%20Iowa%20crop-duster's%20plane%20%7C%20wcsh6.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&via=WCSH6
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa
javascript:displaySharingLayer();
http://www.wcsh6.com/email.aspx
javascript:article_DecreaseFontsize();
javascript:article_IncreaseFontsize();

http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1733751719001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743426308001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743429847001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1741705721001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743440824001
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207995/2/Colo-suspects-family-Hearts-go-out-to-victims-
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207995/2/Colo-suspects-family-Hearts-go-out-to-victims-
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207961/44/12-Dead-59-injured-in-Colo-movie-theater-shooting
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207961/44/12-Dead-59-injured-in-Colo-movie-theater-shooting
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207892/108/Caught-on-Camera-Fla-internet-cafe-shooting
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207892/108/Caught-on-Camera-Fla-internet-cafe-shooting
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207944/2/Time-Warner-Cable-and-Hearst-Television-reach-agreement
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207944/2/Time-Warner-Cable-and-Hearst-Television-reach-agreement
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207913/2/Maine-woman-dies-in-lawn-tractor-rollover
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207913/2/Maine-woman-dies-in-lawn-tractor-rollover
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/mostpopular.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1733751719001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1733751719001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743426308001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743426308001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743429847001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1741705721001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743440824001
http://www.wcsh6.com/video/default.aspx?bctid=1743440824001
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/mostpopular.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/comments/207889/108/Gunman-shoots-hole-through-Iowa-crop-dusters-plane
http://www.wcsh6.com/comments/207889/108/Gunman-shoots-hole-through-Iowa-crop-dusters-plane
http://www.wcsh6.com/comments/207889/108/Gunman-shoots-hole-through-Iowa-crop-dusters-plane
http://www.wcsh6.com/comments/207889/108/Gunman-shoots-hole-through-Iowa-crop-dusters-plane
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/207961/112/12-Dead-59-injured-in-Colo-movie-theater-shooting
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D9%23cb%3Df30ddbca9d72dec%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.wcsh6.com%252Ff310a2a152f42b%26domain%3Dwww.wcsh6.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&href=http%3A%2F%2Fon.wcsh6.com%2FLAxNLa&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=artsharetop&sdk=joey&send=false&show_faces=false&width=130?AcrobatWebCapTID10#
mailto:kchristian@gannett.com
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/watercooler/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/watercooler/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/news/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/weather/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/sports/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/life/programming/local/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/life/community/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/life/advertorial/default.aspx
http://www.wcsh6.com/company/about_us/default.aspx

Gunman shoots hole through lowa crop-duster's plane | wcsh6.com

airplane? It could have hit a control cable or

it could have hit me, there could have been
a tragic result," he says.

While flying next to the river in Montgomery
County, lowa, Thomas heard an odd noise

but finished the job.

On his post flight inspection he noticed a
small bullet hole in his plane.

"This is a big deal. This is a very, very big deal, so if someone is out
there thinking it is okay to shoot an airplane, it is a federal offense,"

he says.

John is back in the skies, but he is also keeping an eye on the

ground.

So far the Montgomery County Sheriff, lowa State Patrol, FBI, FAA,
and Homeland Security are looking into the incident.

John Thomas, meanwhile, is offering $1,000 for information that
leads to an arrest and conviction in the case.
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